CONTENTS

2 Meet the new |AVS
Governing Board

14 About travel awards to
annual symposium by
IAVS Global Sponsorship
Committee

17 Annual reports. Part |

27 Call for the 6% 1AVS
Symposium20-24 July,
2020, Vladivostok, Russia

32 Why am | a vegetation
scientist?

33 Veska Haralampieva
RusakovaAnastasova:
Obituary

Date of Publication: October 2019

© International Association for Vegetation Science
ISSN 241884X (Online)

DOI10.21570BUL-201904

-

~
- g

o

1 pavem

vy A.O2 O
e P N :




DOI-10. 21570BUL2019041

Meet the new IAVS Governing
Board

JL: What do you think about the current trends in
Vegetation Science after your experience in attending
the Symposia and reading IAVS journals?

During the Bremen Symposium, the new Council
meeting on Wednesday 17 Julynaw IAVS Governing
Board has been elected:
Susan WiserPresident | think the _incorporation of _functional traits into our
P A understanding and interpetation of pattern and process
S5t OAR Sesrétdy &Y in vegetation has led, and continues to lead, to
Martin Diekmann:Vice President important insights. The increased availability of global
Alessandra Fidelisvice President glatasets of .vegetatlon plot qlata and the ap|l|ty to
o integrate  with global spatial layers, trait and
azyAll WicgPresideatt Y phylogenetic data is allowing novel syntheses and
Javier LoidiVice President generalities. The ability to link high resolution remotely
Peter Minchin:Vice President sense_d data yvith spatially accurat_e groubdsed plot
_ data is enabling us to both spatially extrapolate the
In Order to |ntr0duce Ourselves to the IAVS members, nuanced understandings we gain from our h,a\ydn
we have done some mutual _interviews where plot data and allowing us to understand properties of
everybody asked the other Governing Board membersegetation that were extremely difficult, or impossible,
about what was most interesting to him or her. Finally, {5 measure until now. Last but not least, with the rapid
person who asked is indicated by initials at the anthropogenic change, the value of loteym datasets
beginning of the question. to help us understand the impacts of these changes is
becoming increasingly apparent.

Susan Wiser DZ: You asked us all about our first IAVS meeting and

MJ: Was it difficult to establish in New Zeeland as aK2 ¢ 6S tA1SR GKFGZ &2 L O yQd
vegetation scientist (I mean adaptation to a different Same: what was your first IAVS meeting and how was

system of institutions, research approach, vegetatonorA 4 K 1 YR RAR &2dz +f NBFR& @KL
plant species)? that you will stay with this association for so many
years?

| first came to New Zealand for personal reasons and

was uncertain about whether it would be possible to My first IAVS symposium was in Uppsala in 1998. |
establish myself as a vegetation scientist here. My firstParticipated in the pred & Y 1LJ2 & A dz¥ SEOdZNEA 2y
challenge was to get to know other plant ecologists in @ahd got my first taste of the beautiful diverse,

NZ, but this was not too hard because NZ is a smalfraditionally managed systems and landscapes in

place, | quickly met other earareer plant ecologists Europe. llearned so much at the conference and can
through the NZ Ecological Society and through mystill remember discussions about constrained versus
partner, and collaborator, who was a weltablished unconstrained ordination. The most impressive event,

forest ecologist. Except for the weeds, all the plants however, was at the symposium dinner when many of

were new and | was surprised that NZ ecologiststhe delegates congratulated Eddy Van der Maarel on
ASySNIfte RARYyQG GKAY1 | oFsdstirepeot iy theig native; langyage s Ehare musty iSO
belonged to. At the same time, the flora here is not too have been >50 different languages spokerwds so

diverse so | managed to learn the primary SpeciesimpreSSEd by the combination of scholarliness and

pretty quickly ¢ although | am still learning (and friendliness that with time IAVS became my favorite
forgetting!) species in the more difficult groups. As | Society and the one in whickaim most active.

had come directly from completing my PhD, the system pp- what is your favourite plant community and why?

of working in a NZ crown research institute, a

corporatised Crown entity charged with conducting My favorite plant communities are those of the high

mostly applied scientific research, was new to me. elevation rocky outcrops of the Southern Appalachians.
However as these had only been established a fewThey are the closest community in physiogonomy and

years before, they were new to most the scientists here SPecies composition to alpine plant communities of the
anyway. | adapted pretty quickly and it has been an Northern ~Appalachians, in a region where the
interesting and varied career. Y2dzy it Aya FNByQli drftf Sy2dzak
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Longterm studies of disturbance and dynamics of southern beech forests, Grey Valley, New Zealand

zone. llove the aesthetic of the open, low vegetation, tial error and bias in their source datasets. In vegetation
the abundance of endemics and other rare species, thescience one needs to know the methods used in collect-
relatively low levels of weed invasion and the ing original data, to appreciate inconsistencies that can
geomorphological setting.d dzLJLJ2 &S L QY | f&rise? espektialyli with fincodisBtent use of taxonomic
them because these communities were the primary names and much more. The main lesson? Garbage in,

study sites for my PhD, so they feel like old friends. JFNDI IS 2dzi X

AF: You have to deal with big data and different data MD: | 2 6 ¢2dzZf R | aLISNFSOG 62NJ A
base. From your experience, what is the most impor- you?
tant thing you have to keep on mind when working

with such a big amount of data? Can Ihave two types of perfect days? The first is going

to a new field site that requires some exercise to get to,
This is a very difficult question as the challenge is thatbut not too much, and sampling vegetation consisting
there is no single most important thing, instead the of diverse and interesting plants in a beautiful
devil is in the details and the challenge is keeping tracklandscape, with perfect weather and colleagues who
of all these details and remembering that problems will have both high standards and are fun to be with. Oh,
FNAAS GKFG @2dz KI Sy Qi S Zebd/a dligigisilinBhSriNdy Rabk. Fhi Segond@s2odck &t y 1t
ing data from many sources it is critical that one under- the office, when have realistic goals set at the start of
stand what each element of the data from these the day to do something interesting, such as analysing
sources actually signifies and that the analyst combinesdata or writing a paper or reading the literature.
like with like rather than mixing apples with oranges. Nothing diverts me from my intention¢ no
Data analysts always need to consider sources of potenspontaneous urgent meetings or crises. For luncit |
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outside with my colleagues and it is a nice day and we
talk in an animated way about some strange and
AYyiSNBadGdAy3d (2LAOP ¢KSy §
actually achieved everythinghad planned to do!

5/ AR %St Sye

MJ: Since 2015 you work at National Taiwan University fei
in Taipei. Is botany and vegetation science a popular £
study field in Taiwan and what features do you
appreciate on the students at you university?

| started to teach in Taiwan in 2015, half for the per-
sonal reason, half becauseadally hoped to study Tai-
gySasS @S3aSitiAzy & addN&kd2 dz§
time to adjust to awkward university bureaucracy and
environment which is practically entirely Chinese spo-
ken, but eventually got over it and also managed to
O2y @Ay OS alGdzRSydGa yz2id G2
Kl ANE Yalsp le@ried that the lack of vegetation
ecologists in Taiwan, whichotiginally thought is a re-
sult of the generation gap, is in fact mostly caused by a 8
fear of students (and their parents) that to study ecol- :
ogy will not bring good job and money. Students are [
smart and genuinely interested, but frustrated from the 3
lack of job opportunities in the field. Taiwanese govern-

ment is riddled by party fighting, with most of other JL: What do you think about the current trends in

energy spent .towar_d tec.hnolog.ical innoyations. At the Vegetation Science after your experience in attending
same tlmt_a Talwan is fac;mg serious environmental chal-,[he Symposia and reading IAVS journals?
lenges, like air pollution, neregulated land use

changes, more frequent drought events and typheon Ayear ago made (mostly for fun) an analysis, in which
induced damage as a result of climate change. Governd downloaded titles and abstracts of all papers
ment needs to realize that if Taiwanese people want published in JVS and AVS since the beginning, and run
live in clean, save and pleasant environment, ecologiststhe ordination on them using the linguistic analysis
will be desperately needed. Hope that parents will then (imagine that every word is like species, and every
not push their children to study either medicine or law, paper is like aite; if you sort articles according to the
and support them to become ecologists. time of their publication, you can see which words are
occurring more frequently now and which are
dissapearing. Vegetation ecology, at least as published
in JVS and AVS, isdgnamic field, with new terms
My first one was in Crete in 2009, wherbdd my first  arriving and old terms dissapearing the published
oral presentation at so big meeting.rémember that  articles. Perhaps its time to find that analysis and make
Crete was truly nice place to visit, with pleasant the use of it as the blogpost for www.jvsavsblog.org.
weather and sea close to the conference venue, allow-
ing to go swimming even during the coffee breaks. Con-
ference was organized in a Mediterranean style, which | have two, geographically far from each other and

means that it was cheerful, happy and a bit messy atphysiognomically completely different. One is dry

the same time; Iremember a senior Turkish scientist acidophilous grasslands, occurring at the agriculture
presenting a talk twice longer than was the assigned 20f I Y Ra Ol LIS y2NIK 2F Y& K2YS$S O
minutes slot, with session chair desperately trying to wS LJdzo £ A O® ¢ KléaintQdeterrhinind Jlant® S L
lead him to conclusion (unsuccessfully), while audiencewhen lwas grammar school student, and whenevgpl

was either sleeping or laughing. But overall it was akgack home, Will surely visit there. These grasslands are

great experience; first time in my lifesee that those ONXBF GAy3 avYrtt RAGSNES aratl
famous scientists knew only as authors of papers ¢a Sk ¢ 2F | INRA Odzf GdzNE FTASE Ra

I read are in fact just ordinary people like anybody else. and the rules of island biogeography apply to them as

Since then, went to almost every IAVS meeting, if time they do to true islands. The second type is the cloud

and money allowed, and eventually found IAVS to beforest in Taiwan. First timehiked there in 2005, during

my scientific home (as Monika once nicely said aboutmy first visit of Taiwan, and since thelike it more and

herself). more, and eventually made it a central topic of my

SW: What did you like most about the first IAVS
symposium that you ever attended?

PM: What is your favourite plant community and why?
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Taiwan's cloud forest dominated Byagus hayata¢lLalashan, 201 Above) andChamaecyparis obtusar.formosana
covered by epiphytes (Smangus, 2009, below).
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