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eet the new IAVS Governing 

Board  
During the Bremen Symposium, the new Council 
meeting on Wednesday 17 July, a new IAVS Governing 
Board has been elected: 

Susan Wiser: President 

5ŀǾƛŘ ½ŜƭŜƴȇΥ Secretary 

Martin Diekmann: Vice President 

Alessandra Fidelis: Vice President 

aƻƴƛƪŀ WŀƴƛǑƻǾłΥ Vice President 

Javier Loidi: Vice President 

Peter Minchin: Vice President 

In order to introduce ourselves to the IAVS members, 
we have done some mutual interviews where 
everybody asked the other Governing Board members 
about what was most interesting to him or her.  Finally, 
each of us provided short answers to 6 questions. The 
person who asked is indicated by initials at the 
beginning of the question. 
 

Susan Wiser 

MJ: Was it difficult to establish in New Zeeland as a 
vegetation scientist (I mean adaptation to a different 
system of institutions, research approach, vegetation or 
plant species)? 

I first came to New Zealand for personal reasons and 
was uncertain about whether it would be possible to 
establish myself as a vegetation scientist here. My first 
challenge was to get to know other plant ecologists in 
NZ, but this was not too hard because NZ is a small 
place, I quickly met other early-career plant ecologists 
through the NZ Ecological Society and through my 
partner, and collaborator, who was a well-established 
forest ecologist. Except for the weeds, all the plants 
were new and I was surprised that NZ ecologists 
ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ 
belonged to. At the same time, the flora here is not too 
diverse so I managed to learn the primary species 
pretty quickly ς although I am still learning (and 
forgetting!) species in the more difficult groups. As I 
had come directly from completing my PhD, the system 
of working in a NZ crown research institute, a 
corporatised Crown entity charged with conducting 
mostly applied scientific research, was new to me. 
However as these had only been established a few 
years before, they were new to most the scientists here 
anyway. I adapted pretty quickly and it has been an 
interesting and varied career. 

JL: What do you think about the current trends in 
Vegetation Science after your experience in attending 
the Symposia and reading IAVS journals? 

I think the incorporation of functional traits into our 
understanding and interpetation of pattern and process 
in vegetation has led, and continues to lead, to 
important insights. The increased availability of global 
datasets of vegetation plot data and the ability to 
integrate with global spatial layers, trait and 
phylogenetic data is allowing novel syntheses and 
generalities. The ability to link high resolution remotely 
sensed data with spatially accurate ground-based plot 
data is enabling us to both spatially extrapolate the 
nuanced understandings we gain from our hard-won 
plot data and allowing us to understand properties of 
vegetation that were extremely difficult, or impossible, 
to measure until now. Last but not least, with the rapid 
change in natural ecosystems as a result of 
anthropogenic change, the value of long-term datasets 
to help us understand the impacts of these changes is 
becoming increasingly apparent. 

DZ: You asked us all about our first IAVS meeting and 
Ƙƻǿ ǿŜ ƭƛƪŜŘ ǘƘŀǘΣ ǎƻ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ƘŜƭǇ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ǘƻ ŀǎƪ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŜ 
same: what was your first IAVS meeting and how was 
ƛǘΚ !ƴŘ ŘƛŘ ȅƻǳ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƛƳŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ άƎǳǘ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎέ 
that you will stay with this association for so many 
years? 

My first IAVS symposium was in Uppsala in 1998. I 
participated in the pre-ǎȅƳǇƻǎƛǳƳ ŜȄŎǳǊǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ mƭŀƴŘ 
and got my first taste of the beautiful diverse, 
traditionally managed systems and landscapes in 
Europe. I learned so much at the conference and can 
still remember discussions about constrained versus 
unconstrained ordination. The most impressive event, 
however, was at the symposium dinner when many of 
the delegates congratulated Eddy Van der Maarel on 
his retirement in their native language. There must 
have been >50 different languages spoken. I was so 
impressed by the combination of scholarliness and 
friendliness that with time IAVS became my favorite 
society and the one in which I am most active.  

PM: What is your favourite plant community and why? 

My favorite plant communities are those of the high 
elevation rocky outcrops of the Southern Appalachians. 
They are the closest community in physiogonomy and 
species composition to alpine plant communities of the 
Northern Appalachians, in a region where the 
Ƴƻǳƴǘŀƛƴǎ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǘŀƭƭ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀƴ ŀƭǇƛƴŜ 
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zone. I love the aesthetic of the open, low vegetation, 
the abundance of endemics and other rare species, the 
relatively low levels of weed invasion and the 
geomorphological setting. I ǎǳǇǇƻǎŜ LΩƳ ŀƭǎƻ ǇŀǊǘƛŀƭ ǘƻ 
them because these communities were the primary 
study sites for my PhD, so they feel like old friends.  

AF: You have to deal with big data and different data 
base. From your experience, what is the most impor-
tant thing you have to keep on mind when working 
with such a big amount of data? 

This is a very difficult question as the challenge is that 
there is no single most important thing, instead the 
devil is in the details and the challenge is keeping track 
of all these details and remembering that problems will 
ŀǊƛǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘΦ ²ƘŜƴ ŎƻƳōƛƴπ
ing data from many sources it is critical that one under-
stand what each element of the data from these 
sources actually signifies and that the analyst combines 
like with like rather than mixing apples with oranges. 
Data analysts always need to consider sources of poten-

tial error and bias in their source datasets. In vegetation 
science one needs to know the methods used in collect-
ing original data, to appreciate inconsistencies that can 
arise especially with inconsistent use of taxonomic 
names and much more. The main lesson? Garbage in, 
ƎŀǊōŀƎŜ ƻǳǘΧ 

MD: Iƻǿ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŀ αǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ Řŀȅά ƭƻƻƪ ƭƛƪŜ ŦƻǊ 
you? 

Can I have two types of perfect days? The first is going 
to a new field site that requires some exercise to get to, 
but not too much, and sampling vegetation consisting 
of diverse and interesting plants in a beautiful 
landscape, with perfect weather and colleagues who 
have both high standards and are fun to be with. Oh, 
and a delicious lunch in my pack. The second is back at 
the office, when I have realistic goals set at the start of 
the day to do something interesting, such as analysing 
data or writing a paper or reading the literature. 
Nothing diverts me from my intention ς no 
spontaneous urgent meetings or crises. For lunch, I sit 

Long-term studies of disturbance and dynamics of southern beech forests, Grey Valley, New Zealand. 
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outside with my colleagues and it is a nice day and we 
talk in an animated way about some strange and 
ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƻǇƛŎΦ ¢ƘŜƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ LΩǾŜ 
actually achieved everything I had planned to do!  

 

5ŀǾƛŘ ½ŜƭŜƴȇ 

MJ: Since 2015 you work at National Taiwan University 
in Taipei. Is botany and vegetation science a popular 
study field in Taiwan and what features do you 
appreciate on the students at you university? 

I started to teach in Taiwan in 2015, half for the per-
sonal reason, half because I really hoped to study Tai-
ǿŀƴŜǎŜ ǾŜƎŜǘŀǘƛƻƴ άǎŜǊƛƻǳǎƭȅέΦ ¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ȅŜŀǊ L had hard 
time to adjust to awkward university bureaucracy and 
environment which is practically entirely Chinese spo-
ken, but eventually I got over it and also managed to 
ŎƻƴǾƛƴŎŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀŦǊŀƛŘ ƻŦ ƳŜ ŀǎ ŀ άǿƘƛǘŜ 
ƘŀƛǊȅ ƳƻƴƪŜȅέΦ L also learned that the lack of vegetation 
ecologists in Taiwan, which I originally thought is a re-
sult of the generation gap, is in fact mostly caused by a 
fear of students (and their parents) that to study ecol-
ogy will not bring good job and money. Students are 
smart and genuinely interested, but frustrated from the 
lack of job opportunities in the field. Taiwanese govern-
ment is riddled by party fighting, with most of other 
energy spent toward technological innovations. At the 
same time Taiwan is facing serious environmental chal-
lenges, like air pollution, non-regulated land use 
changes, more frequent drought events and typhoon-
induced damage as a result of climate change. Govern-
ment needs to realize that if Taiwanese people want 
live in clean, save and pleasant environment, ecologists 
will be desperately needed. Hope that parents will then 
not push their children to study either medicine or law, 
and support them to become ecologists. 

SW: What did you like most about the first IAVS 
symposium that you ever attended? 

My first one was in Crete in 2009, where I had my first 
oral presentation at so big meeting. I remember that 
Crete was truly nice place to visit, with pleasant 
weather and sea close to the conference venue, allow-
ing to go swimming even during the coffee breaks. Con-
ference was organized in a Mediterranean style, which 
means that it was cheerful, happy and a bit messy at 
the same time; I remember a senior Turkish scientist 
presenting a talk twice longer than was the assigned 20 
minutes slot, with session chair desperately trying to 
lead him to conclusion (unsuccessfully), while audience 
was either sleeping or laughing. But overall it was a 
great experience; first time in my life I see that those 
famous scientists I knew only as authors of papers 
I read are in fact just ordinary people like anybody else. 
Since then, I went to almost every IAVS meeting, if time 
and money allowed, and eventually found IAVS to be 
my scientific home (as Monika once nicely said about 
herself). 

JL: What do you think about the current trends in 
Vegetation Science after your experience in attending 
the Symposia and reading IAVS journals? 

A year ago I made (mostly for fun) an analysis, in which 
I downloaded titles and abstracts of all papers 
published in JVS and AVS since the beginning, and run 
the ordination on them using the linguistic analysis 
(imagine that every word is like a species, and every 
paper is like a site; if you sort articles according to the 
time of their publication, you can see which words are 
occurring more frequently now and which are 
dissapearing. Vegetation ecology, at least as published 
in JVS and AVS, is a dynamic field, with new terms 
arriving and old terms dissapearing the published 
articles. Perhaps its time to find that analysis and make 
the use of it as the blogpost for www.jvsavsblog.org. 

PM: What is your favourite plant community and why? 

I have two, geographically far from each other and 
physiognomically completely different. One is dry 
acidophilous grasslands, occurring at the agriculture 
ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ ƴƻǊǘƘ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ƘƻƳŜ ŎƛǘȅΣ ¢ǌŜōƝőΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ȊŜŎƘ 
wŜǇǳōƭƛŎΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ ǇƭŀŎŜ L learnt determining plants 
when I was grammar school student, and whenever I go 
back home, I will surely visit there. These grasslands are 
ŎǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ǎƳŀƭƭ ŘƛǾŜǊǎŜ άƛǎƭŀƴŘǎέ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 
άǎŜŀέ ƻŦ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ŦƛŜƭŘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƳƻƴƻŘƻƳƛƴŀƴǘ ŎǊƻǇǎΣ 
and the rules of island biogeography apply to them as 
they do to true islands. The second type is the cloud 
forest in Taiwan. First time I hiked there in 2005, during 
my first visit of Taiwan, and since then I like it more and 
more, and eventually made it a central topic of my 
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Taiwan's cloud forest dominated by Fagus hayatae (Lalashan, 2017, above) and Chamaecyparis obtusa var. formosana, 
covered by epiphytes (Smangus, 2009, below).  

ϭ 5Φ ½ŜƭŜƴȇ 

ϭ 5Φ ½ŜƭŜƴȇ 


